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Tuesday 20 January 2026



Welcome
This evening has been put together to help you support your child as they 
prepare for a second round of mock exams in February, and their real 
exams in May and June.

The programme:
Mr Brennin – Top tips for revision
Mrs Thompson – Preparing for English exams
Mr Hylan – Preparing for maths exams
Mrs Streets – Preparing for science exams
Mr Horsfield – Exam rules and regulations



Revision Tips
Mr Brennin



You have a lot of competition!

•4,190 secondary schools 
nationally.

• You are in competition with hundreds 
of thousands of other Y11 students 
nationally.

•Grade boundaries for a grade 4, 5, 7 
and 9 are not set in stone but 
they don’t move that much.



How long until the exams?

• GCSE written papers commence May 4th 2026 
• English literature paper 1 Monday 11th May
• Maths paper 1 Thursday 14th of May
• Science paper 1 (biology) that same week
• English language paper 1 Thursday May 21st

16 weeks until first core exam 
13 school weeks
65 school days



Why revise?

•Builds long-term memory – regular retrieval strengthens 
memory 

•Reduces exam stress – little and often

•Boosts confidence

• Improves grades

•Get onto post 16 course



Organise your workspace and resources



Make a revision 
timetable or schedule.

Use a calendar to 
track the 

countdown.

• STEP 1: Create a blank table
• STEP 2: Schedule in your regular commitments
• STEP 3: Block out break times
• STEP 4. Allocate revision slots
• STEP 5. Identify weaknesses and prioritise correctly
• STEP 6. Schedule challenging subjects for when you work best
• STEP 7. Reward yourself for sticking to the plan

Football 
training

Football 
training

Football 
match

Visit Nan

Return from 
Maths P6

Return from 
Science P6

BREAK

BREAKBREAK

BREAK

Revise 
English

Revise 
English

Revise 
History

Revise 
Art

Revise 
Science

Revise 
Science

Revise 
Maths

Revise 
Maths

Repeat this for February half term, Easter and May half term



Example Revision Schedule



How do I spend an hour revising?

Spend 15 minutes making notes/flashcards,
10 minutes testing (yourself).
You can spend the first 5 minutes of the next 
session or next day retesting yourself.



Revision Technique 1 : Topic 
Checklists/PLCs/RAG rating • Download or create a checklist of all the 

topics in a subject.

• Colour code or rank how confident you 
feel about the topic to identify the ones 
for priority revision.

• Go through your book or revision guide.

Why is this approach great?

It focuses your revision to what you need

It stops you revising to topics you enjoy

The ranking can change as you go



Revision Technique 2 : Flash Cards

• On the front of the card, write a key term, question or quote.

• On the back of the card, answer that question or define the term.

• Try to answer the front of the card before checking the back

Why they're great?

Very portable

Easy to make

Others can get involved

Excellent if short on time



Revision Technique 3 : Mind Maps

• Write the main topic in the middle of the paper and draw a ring around it

• For each key point draw a branch out from the main topic.

• Write a key word or phrase on each branch

• Build out further branches and add details

Why they're great?

Can be used as retrieval (remembering info) OR Summarising lots of information

Making links

Easy to make



Example Mind Maps



How can a parent/carer help their child with revision?

• Encourage good sleep habits.

• Ensure your son/daughter eats breakfast and doesn’t skip 
meals.

• Minimise distractions during study time.

• Reward good habits/efforts.

• Offer emotional support.

• Ensure breaks – including physical movement and fresh air.

• Directly help – Teach me/Flash cards.



Understanding anxiety



How can I support my son/daughter with exam anxiety?

•What do you already do if they’re anxious 
about anything?

•What have you tried that hasn’t worked?

•What have you tried that has worked?



Regulate, Relate, Reason



Breathing 
exercises 



GCSE English Language and 
English Literature 

Mrs L Thompson

Faculty Leader



What do the exams look like?
English Language

Paper One

Explorations in creative reading 
and writing

Section A: Reading

Section B: Writing a descriptive 
narrative

Paper Two

Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives

Section A: Reading

Section B: Writing (an article, 
speech or letter) expressing a 
viewpoint

Both exams are 1 hour 45 minutes

Exam:  21st May Exam: 5th June



While there is no specific content to learn for 
English language as the texts and questions are 
all unseen, you must learn and revise:
• Timings
• How to approach every question in terms of 

planning
• How to structure a response to each question

How do I do this?
• Use the knowledge organiser to learn how to structure 

your answer to every question
• Learn key terms related to the study of language, such 

as: metaphor, semantic field, simile, personification, 
connotation etc.

• Practise answering questions under timed conditions



What do the exams look like?
English Literature

Paper One

Section A: Romeo and Juliet

Section B: A Christmas Carol

Exam: 11th May

1 hour 45 minutes

Paper Two

Section A: An Inspector Calls 

Section B: Poetry anthology (Power 
and Conflict)

Section C: Unseen poetry

Exam: 19th May

2 hours 15 minutes



How to revise English Literature

Learn key quotes so 
you have them 
memorised. They 
are closed book 
exams. Make revision 
note cards to test 
yourself.
Learn the sequence of 
the plot and key plot 
events. You will write 
about the texts in 
chronological order.

Learn key information 
about context



How should I revise how to write an essay answer?
Use the revision resources provided already. Revise how to structure essays 
for each question and how to write an analytical paragraph.



Revision Guides: Reliable sources
The revision resource which will be 

provided by your English teacher 
very shortly is an essential revision 

tool. 

SNAP Revision
CGP Guides

AQA Examiners' Report (Summer 2025)
"Examiners remained concerned about the effect of 
unhelpful information on social media. Students are 

advised that, as with all online information, the quality of 
advice offered online about this subject varies greatly and 

they should trust reliable sources – like their teachers – 
above influencers"



GCSE Mathematics

Mr Hylan

Faculty Leader



How to be successful in Maths

1) Past Papers

2) P6 after school revision on Tuesdays

3) Mock 'fix up' on Sparx



What do successful 
people do and say?

• They put the work in

• They take responsibility

• They don’t complain

• They get on with things

• They have good habits

What do unsuccessful 
people do and say?
• They don’t work as hard

• They make excuses

• They complain

• They procrastinate

• They haven’t yet formed 
good habits



1) Past papers

We set students a past paper every week for homework.

Building this habit every week helps the students feel 
happy, confident and prepared when they enter the exam



Past Paper Examples 1



Past Paper Examples 2 



Past Paper Examples 3



Past Paper Examples 4 



2) P6 after school revision on Tuesdays

P6 on Tuesday’s is your opportunity to get help with 
your past paper, or anything else you need help with.

We are also running a Friday lunchtime club with the 
same support. 



3) Mock fix-up on Sparx



3) Mock fix-up on Sparx Maths

Every single student in Y11 has personalised revision 
activities made available for them on Sparx Maths 
based on what they got right and wrong in their 
November Mocks.

If you complete these activities it will support you in 
being successful in Maths.



How to be successful in Maths exams

1) Past Papers

2) P6 after school revision on Tuesdays

3) Mock 'fix up' on Sparx



What do successful and unsuccessful people do and 
say?

• They put the work in

• They take responsibility

• They don’t complain

• They get on with things

• They have good habits

What do unsuccessful 
people do and say?
• They don’t work as hard

• They make excuses

• They complain

• They procrastinate

• They haven’t yet formed 
good habits

What do successful 
people do and say?



GCSEs Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy)

Mrs Streets

Faculty Leader



Using language learning apps

Language learning apps like Duolingo 
generated $1 billion in 2024

According to Duolingo 103 million people 
use the app at least once a month

Popular and lucrative by do they enable 
you to speak Italian?

Answer:  Not fully ☺

The are good at developing regular learning and exposure to vocabulary

They don’t help you practice real messy conversations 

Conclusion: revision is not just one thing!



Science SharePoint
https://chorustrust.sharepoint.com/sites/GCSEScience 

Helps you have resources to create your flash 
cards/notes

Dedicated revision site for year 11 
students

Revision videos, past paper 
booklets with answers, how to 
revise

https://chorustrust.sharepoint.com/sites/GCSEScience


Carousel – Active Recall (Retrieval practice) and spaced repetition!
Useful for: 

• 40% Marks: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding and 
accessing 40% Marks: Application of knowledge and 
understanding



Past Paper Questions

We do a large amount of past paper questions in lessons in school

• End of topic tests

• Required Practical tests

• Walk through questions

Also, we do Mock exams!

There are also booklets of questions on the GCSE Science SharePoint

Go straight to the AQA website to access previous years past papers, mark schemes 
and examiners reports



What's assessed in the Maths papers?

• 40% Marks: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

• 40% Marks: Application of knowledge and understanding 

• 20% Marks: Analyse information and ideas 
(evaluate/interpret/make judgements)

Mathematical skills

• Mathematical skills will be tested at least to the standard of: 

• Key Stage 3 Mathematics in Foundation Tier papers 

• Foundation Tier GCSE Mathematics in Higher Tier papers.

A minimum of 10% of marks will test mathematical skills in biology; 
20% in chemistry; and 30% in physics



Foundation tier Vs higher tier Grades 11-55 available
55 considered 'good pass'
Grades 1-5 in GCSE 
Separate Science

30% of marks 
are common 
between 
Foundation and 
Higher Tier 
papers. These 
questions will 
be standard 
demand.

Grades 43 – 99 
available
Grades 4-9 GCSE 
Separate Science 

Foundation tier

More scaffolded questions

Higher proportion of multiple-choice and short answer questions 

Foundation Tier papers are made up of: 

• low demand questions (aimed at grades 1‒3) 

• standard demand questions (aimed at grades 4‒5). A greater proportion 
of questions will be low demand. 

Higher Tier 

More marks for open and extended response questions

Higher Tier papers are made up of: 

• standard demand questions (aimed at grades 4‒5) 

• standard/high demand questions (aimed at grades 6‒7) 

• high demand questions (aimed at grades 8‒9). 



What's assessed in the papers?

• 40% Marks: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

• 40% Marks: Application of knowledge and understanding 

• 20% Marks: Analyse information and ideas 
(evaluate/interpret/make judgements)

Mathematical skills

• Mathematical skills will be tested at least to the standard of: 

• Key Stage 3 Mathematics in Foundation Tier papers 

• Foundation Tier GCSE Mathematics in Higher Tier papers.

A minimum of 10% of marks will test mathematical skills in biology; 
20% in chemistry; and 30% in physics



What's provided for students in Science exams 2026

Equations

Full lists of all equations will be provided to students this year in 
Physics exams.

Students must be able to select and apply these equations.

Periodic Tables

Provided in all Chemistry exams.



Preparation for the Science exams

• Revision lesson being taught during lesson time

• Homework schedule in place for all students incorporating 
Carousel (retrieval practice), review of required practicals, past 
paper question practice.

• Period 6:  Wednesday drop in S9 and other sessions by invitation

• Revision Science SharePoint

Any questions?



Exam Rules and Regulations



Preparing for the exam
All students will receive a personalised timetable.  This shows the venue of 
the exam and the seat number in the exam room.

Students should use this personalised timetable to prepare their own 
revision timetable.

Look carefully at when exams are?  Which papers are being delivered on 
which days?  What content is going to be examined first?  Which subjects 
have earlier or later exams?



Preparing for the exam – Know the rules Part 
1
• Be on time for all exams. If students are late, their work might not be accepted.
• Students must ensure that following are in their bags and not on them 

during  exam:
• Notes and revision material.
• Watches – any watch, not just smart watches.
• Any electronic device with storage facilities or Wi-Fi, mobile data or Bluetooth 

connectivity, or be used for communication, e.g. phones, AirPods or 
earphones/earbuds.  These must be switched off.

• Any pencil cases taken into the exam room must be see-through.
• All water bottles must be clear, with no wrappers.
• Remember: possession of unauthorised material is breaking the rules, even if you 

do not intend to use it, and you will be subject to penalty and possible 
disqualification.



Preparing for the exam – Know the rules Part 
2
• If a student does have a watch, the invigilator will ask you to hand it to 

them.
• Students must not use correcting pens, fluid or tape, erasable pens, 

highlighters or gel pens in their answers.
• Students must not talk to, communicate with or disturb other candidates 

once the exam has started.
• If a student leaves the exam room unaccompanied by an invigilator before 

the exam has finished, they will not be allowed to return.
• Students must not borrow anything from another candidate during the 

exam.



On the day of the exam
• Know the dates and times of all exams. Students should arrive at least ten 

minutes before the start of each exam.
• If a student arrives late for an exam, they should report to the invigilator 

running the exam.
• If a student arrives more than one hour after the published starting time for 

the exam, they may not be allowed to take it, or their exam paper is unlikely 
to be marked.

• Students should only take into the exam room the pens, pencils, erasers 
and any other equipment which they will need for the exam.

• Students must write clearly and in black ink. Coloured pencils or inks may 
only be used for diagrams, maps, charts, etc. unless the instructions printed 
on the front of the question paper state otherwise.



Exam conditions
• Exam conditions apply from the time students enter the exam hall/room to 

the time they leave.  This includes dropping off and collecting your bag.

• Students must remain silent at all times and not attempt to communicate 
with other candidates.

• Students must go straight to your seat.

• All bags, coats and outside clothing must be left at the back of the exam 
hall/room.



What if a student is unwell for a real exam?

• Students should attempt all exams, even if they are unwell on the day of 
the exam.

• Students should let the lead invigilator know if they are unwell and feel this 
will affect their work.

• If a student is too ill to attend an exam, please try and get a doctor’s note – 
we may be able to apply for special consideration.

• If a student does not attend an examination without good reason, you may 
be asked to pay for the cost of entry.



Contingency Sessions for the summer exams

There are contingency sessions within the Summer 2026 exam timetable.

These are national dates made available in case any examination has to be 
moved for any reason.

Although this is incredibly unlikely, you must make sure your child is available 
up to the end of the final contingency day.

In 2026, the final contingency day is: 24 June 2026



What you need to know



59

Thank you for your support.

If there is anything we can do to support you and 

our students, please let us know.
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